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CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

 

REPORT OF: Arboricultural Officer 

TO: Planning Committee 4th January 2016 

WARD: ECH 
 

 

TREE WORKS, 211 NOTICE, Newnham Croft 
Primary School CB3 9JF, works to fifteen trees. 

 
 

 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1    A 211 Notice was received to carry out works to fifteen trees 
outside Newnham Croft Primary School and fronting Chedworth 
Street 

 

 

1.2   An objection to the proposed works was received from a resident 
of Chedworth Street. 

 
 

 

1.4  As the objection to the proposed works were maintained, an 
assurance was sought from the applicant that no works would be 
undertaken until after a decision has been made by committee 

 

 

1.5 Members are asked to decide to 

(1) Not object to the works or 
(2) To serve a TPO let the applicant apply for works under 

the TPO 
 

 

2.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 

 

2.1 No objection be raised to the proposed work 

3.0 BACKGROUND 
 

 

3.1 The 211 Notice was made by Mr Puddefoot of ‘Gardens by Ray 
Puddefoot’ on behalf of Newnham Primary School. 

 

 

Proposed works are to trees and shrubs growing in a narrow strip 
of land referred to, in the notification, as a ‘woodland’. The works 
listed in the notification are: 
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T2 – Sycamore (group of 2) – remove 
T3 - Crab apple – Head lifted by 10%, remove dead wood 
T4 - Dogwood – Head lift by 10% 
T5 - Sycamore (group of 2) – remove 
T6 – Ash – remove 
T7 – Crab apple – Head lift by 10% 
T8 – Blackthorn (group of 2) – remove 
T9 – Ash – remove 
T10 – Sycamore (group of 3) – remove 
T11 – Swedish whitebeam – head reduction by 20%  
T12 – Sycamore - remove 

 
3.2 Exceptions to the Town and Country Planning (Tree 

Preservation)(England) Regulations 2012 under Regulation 15, 
state that people are not required to submit a section 211 
notice to the local planning authority for: 

 
• the cutting down, topping or lopping or uprooting of a tree 

whose diameter does not exceed 75 millimetres; or 
 

• the cutting down or uprooting of a tree, whose diameter does 
not exceed 100 millimetres, for the sole purpose of 
improving the growth of other trees (e.g. thinning as part of 
forestry operations). 

 
In either case, the diameter of the tree is to be measured over the bark 
of the tree at 1.5 metres above ground level. These exemptions do not 
apply in circumstances where a tree has more than one stem at a 
point 1.5 metres above the natural ground level if any stem when 
measured over its bark at that point exceeds the relevant minimum.. 
 

 

3.3 Following a site visit by the Arboricultural Officer it was determined 
that: 

 
T2 – Sycamore (group of 2) – remove 
T5 - Sycamore (group of 2) – remove 
T6 – Ash – remove 
T8 – Blackthorn (group of 2) – remove 
T9 – Ash – remove 
T10 – Sycamore (group of 3) – remove 
T12 – Sycamore - remove 
 
fall into the above exception (at 3.2) and do not require a Section 
211 and as such have not been considered. 
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3.4 Therefore the tree Works being considered under this notification 
are: 

 
T3 - Crab apple – Head lifted by 10%, remove dead wood 
T4 - Dogwood – Head lift by 10% 
T7 – Crab apple – Head lift by 10% 
T11 – Swedish whitebeam – head reduction by 20%  

 

4.0 CONSULTATIONS 
 

 

4.1  It is Council policy to consult Ward Councillors and residents of 
proposed works in Conservation Areas and allow the opportunity 
for people to comment/object. 

 

 

4.2  Following such consultation an objection has been received a 
from resident on Chedworth Street.  The objection which can be 
viewed in full through idox or public access has been made on 
the following grounds. 

 

 

4.2.1 The work will affect the character the ‘woodland’ 
 
4.2.2 The trees provide shade to the street in the summer 
 
4.2.3 T1 – sycamore – hides the school 
 
4.2.4 T3 & T7 provides variety and fill the space 
 
4.2.5 Evergreen bushes should be retained 
 
4.2.6 The pruning specification is not clear 

 
 
 

5.0 CONSIDERATIONS 
 

 

5.1 The exceptions to the Town & Country planning Act mean that 
much of the work proposed is outside of the scope of local authority 
control (see section 3), as such objections 4.2.3 – 4.2.5 cannot be 
considered. 
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5.2 Is there sound arboricultural or practical justification for the works 
to the tree(s) in the manner proposed? 
 

 

5.2.1 The Applicants’ reasons for proposing the works are as 
follows: To plant up a wildflower / woodland walk for which a local 
authority grant has been awarded. 

 

 
5.2.2 The proposed management is designed to enhance the 
character of area. It will remove many unsuitable self-seeded 
trees (ash & sycamore) which have the potential to reach over 
20m in height at maturity and retain the more suitable trees 
(Gingko, whitebeam, blackthorn), whilst improving the ground 
flora through wildflower planting. 
 
5.2.3 The proposed pruning is considered minor and will not 
significant impact on the amenity of the area or the shading of 
the street. It is accepted that the specifications given for trees to 
be pruned, currently in terms of percentages, could be 
misleading as such it is recommended an informative be added 
to any decision notice that may be issued which would more 
accurately defining the scope of the works. 

 

5.3 Is a TPO appropriate/expedient. 
If it appears to a local planning authority that it is expedient in the 
interests of amenity to make provision for the preservation of 
trees or woodlands  in  their  area,  they  may  for  that  purpose  
make  trees, groups of trees or woodlands the subject of TPO. 

 

 

5.3.1 
Expedience 
If there is a risk of trees being cut down or pruned in ways which 
would have a significant impact on their contribution to amenity it 
may be expedient to serve a Tree Preservation Order.  In some 
cases the Local Planning Authority may believe trees to be at 
risk generally from development pressure and therefore 
consider it expedient to protect trees without known, immediate 
threat.   Where trees are clearly in good arboricultural 
management it may not be considered appropriate or necessary 
to serve a TPO. 
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5.3.2 
Amenity 
While amenity is not defined in the Town and Country Planning 
Act, government guidance suggests that trees suitable for TPO 
should be 
visible to the public, at the time of making the TPO or in future.  
Trees 
may be worthy of preservation for their intrinsic beauty or for their 
contribution to the landscape or because they serve to screen an 
eyesore.   Consideration should also be given to environmental 
benefits and historic/commemorative significance. 

 

 

5.3.3 
Suitability 
The impact of trees on their local surroundings should also be 
assessed, taking into account how suitable they are to their 
particular setting, the presence of other trees in the vicinity and 
the significance of any detrimental impact trees may have on 
their immediate surroundings. 

 

5.4 The Arboricultural Officer’s assessment for the necessity of 
serving a TPO. 

 

 

5.3.1 Expedience 
In this instance. A TPO is not considered necessary for the 
long term protection of the trees as it is considered they 
are under good management 
 

 

5.3.2 Amenity 
The trees are a prominent feature of the Chedworth Street, from 
where they are most easily viewed.  They are a significant 
feature of the area, they screen the school property and they 
contribute to the street scene. The works will have an initial 
impact but in the long term will enhance the character of the 
area. 
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5.3.2 Suitability 
T3 - Crab apple, T4 – Dogwood, T7 – Crab apple, T11 – Swedish 
whitebeam are the only trees that could be considered suitable for 
a TPO  

 

 

6.0 CONCLUSIONS 
6.1 A TPO is not  considered appropriate to maintain the 

necessary level of protection. It is considered the area is under 
good arboricultural management. It is therefore recommended 
that no objection is raised to the Section 211 notification but that 
the following informative is included to more accurately define the 
scope of works: 

 
 The description of works provided in the notification to the 

following trees is vague.  The works authorised by this notice to 
these trees shall consist of: 

 T3 - Crab apple – Crown lift up to 2.5m, minor branches only, 
remove dead wood 

 T4 - Dogwood – Crown lift up to 2.5m, minor branches only 
 T7 – Crab apple – Crown lift up to 2.5m, minor branches only 
 T11 – Swedish whitebeam – Crown reduce by up to 1m only 

  
 If additional tree work to these trees is required a further and 

more detailed notification is required to be submitted for 
consideration 

 
7.0    IMPLICATIONS 
 
(a) Financial Implications                           None  
(b) Staffing Implications                             None  
(c) Equal Opportunities Implications        None  
(d) Environmental Implications                 None 
(e) Community Safety                                 None 
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BACKGROUND PAPERS: The following are the background papers 
that were used in the preparation of this report: 

 

 

• TWA 16/462/TTCA 
• Tree Preservation Orders and trees in conservation areas 

(http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/tre
e-preservation-orders/ )  

 

• Comment received from resident 
 

To inspect these documents please either view Public Access or 
contact: Matthew Magrath on extension 8526 
 

 

The author and contact officer for queries on the report is Matthew 
Magrath on extension 8526 

 
 

Report file: N:\POLICY & PROJECTS\Arboriculture\ARB 060 Tree 
Works Applications\063 TWA - CA applications\Cons Area Tree Works 
Applications 

Date originated: 16 December 2016 

Date of last revision: 16 December 2016 
 
  

http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/tree-preservation-orders/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/tree-preservation-orders/
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Appendix 1 Plans 

Image showing the area 

 

 

 

Map of area with subject trees numbered. 

 

 
 


